
Detailed Study of Revelation Chapter 16 

Revelation 16 is one of the most sobering chapters in the book, as it describes the 

final outpouring of God's wrath on the world through the seven bowl judgments. This chapter 

emphasizes the justice and holiness of God, as well as the inexorable nature of divine 

judgment upon a world that has chosen to reject Him. From a dispensational perspective, these 

events are often seen as future, occurring during the Great Tribulation before Christ’s second 

coming. The chapter serves to highlight the ultimate consequence of human rebellion and 

the final purification of the earth before the establishment of God's eternal kingdom. 

 

Exegetical Breakdown of Revelation 16:1-21 

1. The First Bowl: Sores on the Beast’s Followers (Revelation 16:1-2) 

Revelation 16:1-2 (ESV): "Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, 

‘Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.’ So the first angel went and 

poured his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore the 

mark of the beast and worshiped its image." 

• Greek Word Study: 

o "Sores" (Greek: helkos) – The term helkos refers to a wound or ulcer that 

is painful and infected. This implies a devastating physical judgment on those 

who have followed the beast, specifically those who received the mark of the 

beast (Revelation 13:16-17). 

o "Wrath" (Greek: orge) – Orge refers to God's righteous anger, which is not 

arbitrary but a just responseto humanity’s rejection of God. The use of the word 

emphasizes the rightness of the judgment that is being unleashed. 

• Theological Insight: This bowl judgment affects those who worship the beast and bear 

its mark, a symbol of their allegiance to evil and rejection of God. The painful 

sores represent the physical manifestation of God's judgment on those who have 

aligned themselves with idolatry and rebellion against God. 

2. The Second Bowl: The Sea Turns to Blood (Revelation 16:3) 

Revelation 16:3 (ESV): "The second angel poured his bowl into the sea, and it became like the 

blood of a corpse, and every living thing died that was in the sea." 

• Greek Word Study: 

o "Blood" (Greek: haima) – This term refers to literal blood, and in the context of 

this judgment, the seabecomes like the blood of a dead body, indicating 

a complete and irreversible death. It symbolizes decay, destruction, and the 

end of life. 

o "Corpse" (Greek: ptōma) – This refers to a dead body, emphasizing 

the corruption and total lifelessnessof the sea. It is unhealthy and decayed, 

symbolizing the devastating effect of God’s judgment. 

• Theological Insight: This judgment corresponds to a reversal of creation. The sea, 

which was once a source of life and provision, becomes a source of death. This can be 

seen as a form of divine retribution upon the world that has corrupted God’s creation. 

The sea, a symbol of nations and peoples (cf. Revelation 17:15), reflects the utter 

destruction of those who have opposed God. 



3. The Third Bowl: Rivers and Springs Turn to Blood (Revelation 16:4-7) 

Revelation 16:4-7 (ESV): "The third angel poured his bowl into the rivers and the springs of 

water, and they became blood. And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, ‘Just are you, 

O Holy One, who is and who was, for you brought these judgments. For they have shed the blood 

of saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. It is what they deserve!’ And I 

heard the altar saying, ‘Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!’" 

• Greek Word Study: 

o "Rivers" (Greek: potamos) – The term potamos refers to a river or stream. 

Rivers are vital to human civilization and life, providing water for drinking, 

agriculture, and industry. Their transformation into blood signifies a complete 

loss of life-sustaining resources. 

o "Altar" (Greek: thysia) – The altar in this passage is symbolic of the justice of 

God. The response from the altar is an affirmation of God’s judgment. This 

represents the vindication of those who have suffered persecution for the sake of 

Christ. 

• Theological Insight: The judgment upon the rivers and springs of water symbolizes 

the corruption and destruction of God’s provision for life. The response of 

the angel and the altar acknowledges the righteousness of God’s judgments. The world 

has shed the blood of saints and prophets, so they are now given blood to drink as a form 

of just recompense. 

4. The Fourth Bowl: The Sun Scorches People with Fire (Revelation 16:8-9) 

Revelation 16:8-9 (ESV): "The fourth angel poured his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to 

scorch people with fire. They were scorched by the fierce heat and they cursed the name of God 

who had power over these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory." 

• Greek Word Study: 

o "Scorched" (Greek: kauma) – This term refers to being burned or scorched by 

extreme heat. It suggests an intense physical torment that causes great 

suffering but does not lead to repentance. 

o "Repent" (Greek: metanoeō) – This verb means to change one’s mind or 

purpose. In this context, the refusal to repent indicates the hardening of 

hearts and the unwillingness to acknowledge God even in the face of severe 

judgment. 

• Theological Insight: The fourth bowl brings about unbearable suffering from the sun’s 

heat, but instead of turning to God in repentance, people curse Him. This reveals 

the depth of human stubbornness and rebellion. Even in the face of divine judgment, 

people reject God’s mercy, reinforcing the severity of their judgment. 

5. The Fifth Bowl: Darkness and Pain on the Beast’s Kingdom (Revelation 16:10-11) 

Revelation 16:10-11 (ESV): "The fifth angel poured his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its 

kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish and cursed the 

God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds." 

• Greek Word Study: 

o "Plunged into darkness" (Greek: skotia) – Darkness represents divine 

judgment and separation from God’s presence. It often signifies a state 

of spiritual desolation and hopelessness. 



o "Gnawed" (Greek: brygō) – This verb indicates a violent physical response to 

pain, suggesting that the suffering from the darkness and sores is intense. 

• Theological Insight: The darkness poured out upon the throne of the beast is a direct 

judgment upon the evil kingdom that has oppressed God’s people. The refusal to 

repent, even in such suffering, highlights the total depravity and hardness of heart of 

those who follow the beast. 

6. The Sixth Bowl: The Euphrates River Dries Up (Revelation 16:12-16) 

Revelation 16:12-16 (ESV): "The sixth angel poured his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and 

its water was dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I saw, coming out of 

the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false 

prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go 

abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the 

Almighty." 

• Greek Word Study: 

o "Dried up" (Greek: xeraino) – The verb xeraino means to dry out or wither 

away. The drying up of the Euphrates River is significant because it removes 

a barrier to invasion, allowing the kings of the east to gather for the 

final battle (Armageddon). 

• Theological Insight: The drying up of the Euphrates River prepares the way for 

the gathering of the nations for battle at Armageddon (Revelation 16:16). The 

three unclean spirits (representing the dragon, beast, and false prophet) deceive the 

world’s kings into gathering against God. This represents the final rebellion before 

Christ's ultimate victory. 

7. The Seventh Bowl: The Final Earthquake and the Destruction of Babylon (Revelation 

16:17-21) 

Revelation 16:17-21 (ESV): "The seventh angel poured his bowl into the air, and a loud voice 

came out of the temple, from the throne, saying, ‘It is done!’ And there were flashes of lightning, 

rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was 

on the earth, so great was that earthquake. The great city was split into three parts, and the 

cities of the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of 

the wine of the fury of his wrath." 

• Greek Word Study: 

o "It is done" (Greek: gegonen) – This phrase indicates 

the completion or fulfillment of God's plan. It signals the finality of God’s 

judgment and the completion of His sovereign will. 

o "Earthquake" (Greek: seismos) – This term refers to a massive shaking that 

symbolizes the collapse of human systems and the removal of earthly powers. 

This earthquake marks the final judgment. 

• Theological Insight: The final bowl results in cosmic upheaval and the ultimate 

destruction of Babylon, symbolizing the fall of human rebellion and idolatry. 

The great earthquake represents the collapse of the world’s systems, and the judgment 

of Babylon points to the end of the wicked world system. 

 

Application Questions for Today’s Christian Audience 



1. How should we respond to God’s justice as revealed in Revelation 16? As Christians, 

we should revere God's holiness and submit to His will. How can we align our lives 

with His justice and mercy today, knowing that judgment is coming? 

2. What does the refusal to repent during judgment teach us about human nature? The 

refusal of people to repent even under great suffering shows the hardness of the human 

heart. How can we avoid this hardening in our own lives, and how can we help others 

to turn to God? 

3. How can we prepare spiritually for the final judgment? The final judgments in 

Revelation should serve as a wake-up call for us to remain faithful and live in 

anticipation of Christ’s return. How can we stay vigilant and faithful in our daily walk? 

4. What role do prophetic books like Revelation play in shaping our view of the world 

and our mission?Revelation’s portrayal of divine judgment is meant to inspire a deeper 

commitment to evangelism. How does the urgency of God’s judgment impact the way 

we share the Gospel? 

 

Conclusion 

Revelation Chapter 16 presents a dramatic and sobering picture of God’s final judgment upon 

the earth. Through the seven bowl judgments, God’s holiness and justice are revealed in their 

fullest expression, targeting those who have chosen to worship the beast and reject His grace. 

These judgments emphasize the seriousness of sin and the inevitable consequences of rebellion 

against God. For modern Christians, this chapter serves as a powerful reminder of God’s ultimate 

sovereignty, the necessity of repentance, and the urgency of living faithful lives in 

anticipation of Christ's return. 
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